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Abstract

Background: Maintaining the credibility and authenticity of nursing research is essential, as it
directly impacts the quality of patient care. Given the increasing number of retracted articles in
this field, the present study aimed to analyze the primary causes of retractions in nursing litera-
ture.

Materials and Methods: This descriptive-analytical survey evaluated 202 retracted nursing articles
retrieved from the Retraction Watch database on January 5, 2025. Data were collected using a
researcher-made checklist and analyzed using the Mann—Whitney U test and the Spearman’s rank
correlation test in SPSS version 27.

Results: The median time from publication to retraction was approximately 13.93 months, with a
median of three authors per article. The highest proportion of articles was published in 2022
(52.97%), while the highest rate of retraction occurred in 2023 (approximately 59.40%). Research
originating from China (about 70%) and articles published by Hindawi (62.87%) accounted for the
majority of retractions. Furthermore, 69.8% of the articles were published in unranked journals.
The most common reasons for retraction were inadequate or flawed peer review, plagiarism, pol-
icy violations, data fabrication, and invalid results.

Conclusion: The high concentration of retractions in unranked journals and the prominent role of
inadequate peer review indicate the need to revise peer review processes. Strengthening evalua-
tion mechanisms and training researchers can help reduce misconduct and improve the quality
of nursing articles.
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