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Abstract
Cutaneous leishmaniasis is a zoonotic disease caused by two species of Leishmania major and L. tropica in

Iran. The disease has been known and treated in Iran by many of the most prominent Iranian physicians
including Avicenna and Rhazess over the past centuries. In Qajar era, following the introduction of modern
medical knowledge, and major changes in our understanding of diseases, the diagnostic and treatment
methods were changed. The first new reports on this disease were provided by European physicians living
in Iran. During the 1940s, some prominent Iranian researchers began to study the epidemiology, treatment
and laboratory specification of the disease in different parts of the country. Due to the outbreak of the disease
during the Irag-Iran war in a dense human population (soldiers), health authorities had to try different ways
to control the disease. Most importantly, soldiers were injected with live parasite vaccine. However, this
procedure did not continue after the war, and immunization with inactivated vaccine replaced it and passed
different phases of clinical trials. Finally, these studies were published as scientific papers. The present paper
summarizes the history and control of leishmaniasis in Iran.

Key words: Cutaneous leishmaniasis, Leishmanization, Inactivated vaccine, Leishmania major

©lran South Med J. All rights reserved.

Cite this article as: Alimohammadian MH. Cutaneous leishmaniasis and Attempts to Control it in the Contemporary Iranian History. Iran South Med
J 2018; 21(4): 335-352

Copyright © 2018 Alimohammadian. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-noncommercial 4.0 International License
which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original work is properly cited.

* Address for correspondence: Immunology Dept., Pasteur Institute of Iran. Email: mhalimoham@gmail.com
*ORCID: 0000-0003-3077-6638

Website: http://bpums.ac.ir
Journal Address: http://ismj.bpums.ac.ir



http://bpums.ac.ir/
http://ismj.bpums.ac.ir/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3077-6638
http://ismj.bpums.ac.ir/article-1-943-fa.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

