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Abstract

Background: Razi is one of the greatest physicians in the history of medicine, and his book, Al-
Hawi, is one of the most reliable medical resources. The structure of Al-Hawi is such that in
each section, Razi expresses the opinion of his predecessors and contemporary physicians
after mentioning the name of each physician and also expresses his first-hand experiences
after the phrase “My View”. To date, ten original papers have explored the surgical points raised
in Razi's works; however, none of these studies have extensively reviewed the entire scientific
approach of Razi to surgical sciences in Al-Hawi.

Materials and Methods: The source of the present library research was the original text of Al- Keywords:

Razi

Al-Hawi

Surgery

his ideas about the principles and knowledge of surgery were investigated. Islamic civilization

Hawi compiled by Ehsan Moqgaddas and its Persian translation by Mohammad Ibrahim Zaker.

In this study, Razi’s views, which are discussed in the "My View" sections, were collected, and

Results: A total of 48 topics in surgical sciences were found in Al-Hawi, most of which (23 out Traditional medicine

of 48) were in the therapeutic domain, and ophthalmic surgery was the most frequently-dis- *Corresponding author:

cussed topic (in 12 out of 48). In 26 (54%) of the cases, Razi addressed the topic independently, Iraj Nabipour

without discussing any opinions from his predecessors or contemporary physicians. Inabipour@gmail.com
Conclusion: Not only did Razi have a comprehensive understanding of the position, precau- LG CE

IR.BPUMS.REC.1402.132
tions, necessary subtleties and contraindications of surgical measures, but also in various ex-

amples, he presented original ideas on diagnosis and treatment with regard to topics in surgery. Recelved: 2024/04/06

Accepted:
2024/07/08
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Fig 1. Two pages from the first book of al-Hawi, a manuscript from the 10th century, stored in the Malek National Library
under number 4558
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Fig 2. The pannus is incised near the limbus (Right image) and then dissected in all directions to the borders of the

fornix (Left image)
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