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Abstract

Synthetic biology is a novel branch of biological sciences. With the creation of synthetic microorganisms
with minimal genome compatible with life, Craig Venter had provoked hot philosophical discussions about
the nature of life. Furthermore, recent advancements in synthetic biology have revived philosophical
discussions about hybrid entities “synthetic organisms” and “living machines” and fundamental differences
between biological machines and the living world. This paper is a critical analysis of the philosophical
perspective on the design of synthetic organisms, minimal genome and artificial life. It also presents a
critical view on knowledge-making practices in synthetic biology on Richard Feynman’s statement: “What
I cannot create, I do not understand.”
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